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For Immediate Distribution                  January 4, 2012 

PRESS RELEASE             

Contact: David Coates – (281) 259-7000 

RISC’s Lead Engineer Chairs Athletic Field Lighting (AFL) Structures Standard Committee. 

The newly formed Athletic Field Lighting (AFL) Structures Standard Committee has just commenced and 
began meeting in November of 2011. The committee is developing a national consensus guideline for the 
proper specification, design, installation, and on-going maintenance of athletic field or other similar large area 
lighting system support structures.  Over the past several years, more than twelve (12) documented 
catastrophic failures of lighting support structures have occurred at athletic facilities around the United States.  
In July of 2010, the U.S. Consumer Products Safety Commission issued a recall for a particular manufacturer’s 
sports lighting pole involving approximately 2,500 structures around the country.  In the last twelve months 
alone, more than 200 sports lighting structures are estimated to have been removed from service as a result of 
preemptive detection of severe structural deficiencies. 

In the U.S. today, current practices related to the proper specification, design, installation, and on-going 
maintenance of athletic field or other area lighting structures is very inconsistent.  Some design professionals 
reference the International Building Code (IBC), which is not particularly adaptive to the unique issues related 
to lighting support structures.  Other designers reference AASHTO’s Standard Specifications for Structural 
Supports for Highway Signs, Luminaires, and Traffic Signals, Fifth Edition, 2009.  Still other designers rely on 
“suggested” specifications developed and prepared by individual lighting systems suppliers, including those 
that recommend a “Commercial Grade Standard”, which is ill-defined at best.  Since athletic field lighting 
structures are often purchased as a turn-key product package, experienced structural design professionals are 
often not engaged by owners to review the systems purchased including the structural supports and 
foundations.  As a result, systems have been installed that are not adequately incorporating prudent load and 
strength factors consistent with those found in other Codes and Standards that are in place to protect the 
safety of the general public. 

The main objective of this Standard writing activity is to bring together individuals with interest and technical 
capability in the technology of design, installation, and on-going maintenance of athletic field lighting support 
structures.  The committee will establish a Standard for the proper specification, design, installation, and on-
going maintenance of these structural supports for athletic field or other area lighting structures.  Membership 
is open to all those who might reasonably be expected to be or who indicate they are directly affected by the 
activity.  Those interested in serving the committee should apply online at:  
www.seinstitute.org/committees/codeform.cfm .  Please contact Lee Kusek, ASCE Standards Administrator, at 
lkusek@asce.org or 703-295-6176 or Brian Reese, Chairman, at breese@polesafety.com or 570-359-3293 for 
more information regarding this committee. 
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